Second-trimester diagnosis of limb-body wall complex with literature review of pathogenesis.
Three fetuses having limb-body wall complex (LBWC) with craniofacial defects and 9 fetuses having LBWC without craniofacial defects were diagnosed and delivered in the second trimester at Mackay Memorial Hospital during the period January 1990 - May 2006. Cases of LBWC with craniofacial defects showed severe anomalies of the upper limbs, craniofacial defects, constrictive amniotic bands and cranioplacental attachment, whereas, cases of LBWC without craniofacial defects presented major anomalies of the lower limbs, abnormal genitalia, anal atresia, renal defects, abdominoplacental attachment and umbilical cord abnormalities. The perinatal findings of LBWC with or without craniofacial defects were compared and the pathogenesis was discussed.